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President’s 
Message 


by David Wall 


FR at least the last decade or so, our 
neighborhood has been working with City 
College on campus planning issues. 

Remember the Bus Yard? The first time I 
served as president of this association, we 
worked shoulder-to-shoulder with Ken Wash- 
ington, President of City College, to keep 
Mayor Joesph Alioto from turning the South 
Basin of the Balboa Reservoir into a diesel bus 
storage facility. As a lowly physics professor, I 
felt honored to work with the president of the 
college on a matter of vital importance to my 
college and my neighborhood. We worked 
hard and, to the surprise of most City Hall 
watchers, we won. 

Remember the Hagen housing develop- 
ment? The second time I served as the presi- 
dent of Sunnyside, we were faced with subsi- 
dized housing on the Balboa Reservoir. Living 
next to the world’s largest and most crowded 
community college, the neighborhood wanted 
some help with traffic and parking, not more 
housing. Our friend Ken Washington had left 
the college and the administration was of no 
help at all. Fortunately, the faculty and stu- 
dents were on our side, and, while we had to 
fight two mayors through four elections, we 
won again against all odds. 
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Now that P ve become the Sunnyside 
president for the third time, what’s up? I can 
now say with some confidence that it’s not an 
industrial Shop/Warehouse next to our residen- 
tial neighborhood. I believe the neighborhood 
has won this one. The decision has been made 
to build shops near the Ocean Avenue freeway 
exit and rebuild their present quarters off the 
101 freeway as a warehouse. 

As chair of the City College campus 
Master Plan Committee for the last year, I can 
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SNA Meeting Changes: 
New Dates, Location 


Beginning in September, the Sunnyside 
Neighborhood Association will meet the 
second Tuesday of each month, 7:30 p.m., 
at Sunnyside Elementary School on For- 
ester Street. Our next meetings will be: 


Tuesday, September 14 
Tuesday, October 12 


The changes are being made to make it 
easier for neighbors to attend SNA’s 
monthly meetings. We hope to see you 
there! 


Sunnyside School Effort 
Promotes Ecology, 
Links with Neighborhood 


by Kasey Asberry 


S unnyside Elementary School is transform- 
ing itself. Have you noticed the planters 
that are appearing on the play yard? They are 
only the beginning of what parents, friends and 
neighbors hope will be the greening and 
opening up of the school to its community. 

When the Eucalyptus Grove at the 
intersection of Forester Street and Judson 
Avenue recently was threatened by City 
College’s plan to build a large warehouse on 
the site, students and their families mobilized 
to work with the Sunnyside Neighborhood 
Association to prevent what would have been 
a great loss. Momentum from the success of 
that effort has led to a new way of thinking 
about what our elementary school could be 
and indeed what it needs to be to prepare 
students for their future. 

As the slim financial security of all the 
public education is eroded the schools which 


continue to be successful are those which can 
find non-traditional means of support. The 
PTA at Sunnyside Elementary School believes 
the school’s main resources to be human: 
skilled family and friends who undertake a 
labor of love to benefit our children with the 
understanding that this will be of ultimate 
benefit to the whole community; a wealth of 
languages spoken and experience which the 
schools needs to be re-organized to make the 
best use of. 

Further, we must provide an educa- 
tional environment not limited by school walls, 
Better uses of electronic information networks 
are one answer, but an even more immediate 
aid is coming to us from our big neighbor, City 
College. Because we share an understanding 
that a college education begins in elementary 
school, links are beginning to form between 
individuals and departments that will help the 
quality of our educational offering grow. 

This is definitely a two-way street. 
Traditionally, the school has set great store in 
community service as a learning experience. 
The emphasis on exchange with the commu- 
nity will be enhanced in partnership with other 
organizations. This way of looking at educa- 
tion ecologically, as a network which regener- 
ates itself, is modeled after other systems 


Calling Sunnyside School Alumni! 


Thousands of children have passed through the high, cheery walls of Sunnyside Elementary School since it was 
built in 1927. If you are an alum or know someone who is, the Sunnyside PTA would like to be in touch. As part 
of the effort to knit our community closer and assure the school its continued vitality, a directory of former students 
will be made. Plans for a dance to celebrate 67 great years of education are underway for early °94. Don’t miss it! 


Years attended 


Address 


Occupation 


Phone 


Send to Sunnyside Alumni Association, 250 Forester, San Francisco, CA 94112. 
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which are successful in the natural world. 

The school’s gardening projects are 
symbolic of our as yet largely invisible efforts 
to make Sunnyside School an inclusive learn- 
ing center where such artificial boundaries as 
age, income or ethnicity will dissolve in an 
atmosphere of mutual effort. So if you are a 
gardener or have plants well adapted to our 
loma, perhaps plants grown by grandmother, 
there are many contributions you can make. 

Visit the Ecology Center at Sunnyside 
School and be a part of the transformation. 
Call 469-4746 for information. 

Watch for notice of planning sessions 
for future uses of the school grounds. Needs 
to be addressed include play structures, a safer 
surface for paved areas, in-the-ground plant- 
ing, more raised garden boxes, outdoor work 
areas for science and arts, mural-making (a 
good way to counteract graffiti) and your 
ideas. & 


Sunnyside School on Forester will be the location for 
the neighborhood association’s monthly meetings 
beginning Tuesday, September 14. 
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Treasurer’s 
Report 


by Joe Mahoney 


t press time, the SNA had a balance of 

$2348.61 on deposit at Bank of America 
in an interest-bearing (1.25%) checking ac- 
count. Although this may seem like a healthy 
amount, we must consider that getting the 
Newsletter back into production on a regular 
basis will dip into these funds. 

We were remiss (and saved money) this 
year in not mailing a personal dues payable 
notice to all members by direct mail. We hope 
that everyone will send a check in payment of 
°93 dues before October. The annual fee ($10) 
is normally paid in June. 

Significant expenses this year included 
our organizational membership in the 
Sunnyside School PTA ($50); this not only 
helps the PTA, but gives us an opportunity 
once again to meet at the school during the 
school year. We will be meeting, generally, on 
the same night and after the PTA meeting, 
permitting greater participation in school and 
neighborhood activities. 


We were pleased at a kind note re- 
ceived from Hazel King, formerly of Staples 
Avenue and now living in France. In moving 
away, Ms. King has continued her support of 
the SNA by giving a gift membership to 
tenants now living inher SF home. We appre- 
ciate such thoughtful gifts! 

Members in the Edna/Marston area 
supported SNA with manpower to activate 
neighbors in the Space Wars with City College 
this spring. If you are available to fold, stick 
stamps, distribute fliers in other SNA cam- 
paigns, please call one of your SNA Board 
members. (Thanks!) 

Joe Mahoney, (584-6510) 


Native Wildflowers 
Brighten Local 
Hillside 


S unnyside harbors a lovely garden where 
you can see many flowers and plants native 
to this area. On the hillside south of Judson 
Avenue near Forester, just below City 
College’s Ornamental Horticultural Building, is 
a beautiful area where volunteers plant, water, 
weed and maintain a variety of plants native to 
this special microclimate (known as a loma). 


About four years ago, a volunteer 
began collecting seeds and plants, and planting 
them in a grassy open area southwest of the 


grove of eucalyptus trees. His main purpose 
was to preserve native flora. Since then, a 
great number of native plants have been added, 
including poppies, a Hollywood tree (a Cali- 
fornia native after which the town of Holly- 
wood was named), lupines, and a redwood 
tree. Sunflowers are now in bloom. Not all 
the wildflowers on display are native, but most 
are. 


Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 
member Concha Contreras is another very 
active volunteer in maintaining the garden. 
She demonstrates her dedication by showing 
up everyday to weed and take care of the 
plants. She also assists other volunteers with 
watering, an effort that involves carrying 
buckets on some days. “It’s good on the 
weekends,” says Concha, “when we can hook 
the hoses up with City College’s permission 


Volunteers’ efforts over the past four years have transformed a grassy hillside into a lovely garden which is home to a 


wide variety of native plants. 
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and really give all of the plants a good soak- 


” 


ing. 


City College also has supported the 
native plants garden through the donation of 
plants which were used for classes. 


Anyone who walked through this area 
during the Spring or early Summer saw a 
spectacular wildflower display, with brilliant 
yellow, pink, orange, red, purple and white 
colors reminding us of the natural beauty of 
the Sunnyside neighborhood. Sunnyside has 
been enriched through the efforts of the tireless 
volunteers who continue on a daily basis to 
maintain and expand this local treasure, and 
they deserve our thanks. 


This fine effort may someday tie in with 
the ongoing efforts at Sunnyside Elementary 
School to expand its classroom ecology 
instruction through the use of an outdoor 
classroom on the hillside (see story on page 2). 


If you are interested in finding out 
more about the wildflower garden, or in 
volunteering some time to take care of it, stop 
by any morning. Volunteers are almost always 
there between 9 and 10 a.m., and sometimes 
later. & 


President's Message, continued from page 1 


offer my opinion that this solution makes 
better sense for the college as well as the 
neighborhood. I can also report that our 
Master Plan Committee has come up with a 
number of other suggestions for campus 
redesign that would help both the neighbor- 
hood and the college. 

We had a meeting on campus on May 6 at 
which various ideas were presented to the 
neighbors. Unfortunately, some of my favorite 
suggestions got shot down. 


Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 


So what happens now? As far as I’m 
concerned, it’s back to the drawing board. Of 
course, as both a neighborhood person and a 
faculty member, I can only speak for myself, 
but I will not support any campus project that 
encounters substantial neighborhood opposi- 
tion. My friends and neighbors has fought too 
hard and too long for the college for any other 
response from this large but excellent commu- 
nity college. Just as most neighbors want what 
is best for their college, it is only fair that the 
college want what is best for its neighbors. 


Sunnyside Neighborhood 


Association 


President - David Wall, 239-2338 
Vice-President - Don Price, 469-7307 
Treasurer - Joe Mahoney, 584-6510 
Rec. Secretary - Kasey Asberry, 586-1718 
Corr. Secretary - Rita Evans, 587-6234 
Member-at-Large - Rita D'Amico, 587-8996 


Contributions to Sunnyside News are very 
welcome - contact Rita Evans, 587-6234, or 
mail items to: 


Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 
PO Box 27615 
San Francisco, CA 94127 


Sunnyside Neighborhood Association as- 
sumes no responsibility for the statements and 
opinions expressed in Sunnyside News. 
Editorial views do not necessarily represent 
the official position of SNA. 


Miscellaneous 
Notes & Stuff 


% SNA is interested in possible grant 
money available for neighborhood beautifica- 
tion projects from such City groups as San 
Francisco Beautiful. If you have ideas and a 
sound plan for budget and execution of a 
project, please contact SNA. Such areas as 
the Detroit Steps, Judson Hillside, perhaps 
some of our open spaces along Circular are 
ideas. Others? % 


% Don’t miss ’93 RideSharing Week 
and “Beat the Back-up”, September 20-24. A 
great packet of information and contest entry 
forms is now available by calling 1-800-755- 
POOL, ext. 418. While you’ re at it, why not 
request a ride-sharing questionnaire and locate 
others in the Sunnyside commute with? 


% There’s much talk about recycling 
in the news, with a controversial ballot mea- 
sure to consider this Fall. If you are new in the 
area, or if you have lost your blue bin and 
recycle information, call 330-CURB. 

Note that important recent information 
was mailed by SF Public Works on disposal of 
motor oil and other toxins that endanger our 
Bay and wildlife. Get news and help with 
hazardous waste questions by calling 554- 
4333. 

The water pollution folks at 695-7317 
have some great FREE brochures on smart 
shopping for less toxic products and how to 
safely dispose of them. Remember: your 
gutter storm drains take materials to the Bay 
or Ocean...eventually. [One slogan: “DON’T 
FEED THE ANIMALS?” over the image of a 
seal about to drink motor oil from the hand of 
an unthinking human. ] 
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Special note and THANKS: nearby 
Grand Auto Stores on Mission Street and 
Ocean Avenue accept used motor oil FREE 
from homeowners for recycle. % 


+ Runners in the Neighborhood may be 
interested in the Second Annual Bay Bridge 
Run (or walk!) to be held on September 26. 
This was a fantastic event last year; some of us 
enjoyed the bridge views as well as helping to 
raise funds for several United Way charities. 
For more information about LIFESPAN, the 
10K Bay Bridge run or walk, call 362-RACE. 
© 


% GRAFFITI in the Sunnyside? Help 
us keep it “erased” by volunteering to help. 
Quick clean-up supplies are available for those 
who have a few minutes to tackle small jobs. 
An army of volunteers has been formed by an 
energetic neighbor in Mira Loma Park; 
Sunnyside help is needed. Call Joe Mahoney 
(584-6510) for more information. (We 
THANK manager Steve Carmichael for keep- 
ing the Safeway property on Monterey Blvd. 
much cleaner outside and quite nice inside, 
too.) %& 


** Got a concern about: lousy Public 
Works? garbage collection? electro-magnetic 
radiation hazard? planning and zoning? in-law 
apartments? parking? stop signs or cross- 
walks? library closing? taxi service? Bring a 
neighbor to the SNA Meetings, now the 
SECOND TUESDAY each month, at 
Sunnyside Elementary School, Forester Street, 


7:30 p.m. %% 
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% Join the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


Enclose your check for $10 (annual dues) and mail to: Sunnyside Neighborhood Assn., 
PO Box 27615, San Francisco, CA 94127. 


